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Hong, Jung-Min. The role and status of Korean-to-English news
translators in South Korean media organizations: Translator visibility
and ethnography-centered approach to translators

This study aims at identifying the role and status of Korean-to-English
news translators in South Korean news organizations which are
scrambling to expanding the relevant services to win more readers
across the world. As indicators of news translators' role and status,
three aspects of visibility of them will be explored: textual, para-textual
and extra-textual. To measure these aspects, four stages will be
implemented: (1) Korean ST and English TT will be analyzed to gauge
the degree of discretion given to news translators in text production,
(2) para-textual elements, such as byline, will be examined to gain
clues to the perception and expectation on news translators within
media organizations, (3) 50 interviews/surveys will be conducted with
professionals engaged in news translation to identify power relation
and interaction. Finally, an ethnographic approach will be implemented
to gather more direct data to complement the findings of the previous
stages and therefore help enhance the research's validity/plausibility.
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